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Why We Are Here

• The Arkansas State Board of Education officially adopted the 
English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards on March 20, 
2014. 

• The ELP standards are aligned with Arkansas’s academic 
standards in English language arts, mathematics, science, and 
literacy. 



Why We Are Here

• Arkansas’s new annual English proficiency assessment, 
required for all identified English learners (ELs) in grades K-12, 
is the English Language Proficiency Assessment for the 
21st Century (ELPA21). 

• ELPA21 is specifically aligned with Arkansas’s ELP standards. 



Why We Are Here

• One major change found in the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) to Title I is the required inclusion of an English 
proficiency indicator in the State’s accountability system. 

• This indicator will be related to English learner students’ 
performance on the ELPA21. 

• It is vital that all districts serving ELs effectively implement the 
ELP standards.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ELP) 
STANDARDS

http://www.elpa21.org/standards-initiatives/elp-standards

http://www.elpa21.org/standards-initiatives/elp-standards


How do new standards work to better define what 
students need to know and be able to do?

– ELPA21 standards and assessments take a bold new approach, where learning language also helps ELs 
become college and career ready

– English language proficiency corresponds to rigorous college- and career-ready standards.  Once proficient, 
ELs should leave high school as prepared for college and career as their non-EL peers 

– English language proficiency cannot be learned independently of specific language processes that are 
embedded within each discipline

– Progress towards English language proficiency is progress towards meeting the communication demands 
required by rigorous content standards and college and career readiness

– Practical challenges, tradeoffs, and issues in measuring the new standards:

Technology and 
psychometric are 
getting closer, but 

not there yet

Implications for 
current and past 

practice
State flexibility vs. 
consistncy within 

consortia

Educator benefit: 
Better 

information for 
educators of ELLs

More complex 
standards lead to 

different 
instructional 

strategies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
b) This is the second set of questions the consortium was asked to address today.Implications for current and past practiceThe bar has been raised for all, not just ELLKids will be exited based on outdated measures. Delay in implementation of standards/assessmentsWill students who exited last year be readmitted to ELL programs to demonstrate proficiency on the new standards? (Some states have policies in place that prohibit this.)Educator burden: Another new assessmentTime of great change in education – new standards, new assessments, new curriculum, new expectationsNew ELP assessments are FT during first operational year of CCSS assessments (double testing, no flexibility applications for Title III)More complex standards can be difficult to assess (e.g., collaboration, research)New items are necessary to assess interactive domainsStandards requiring collaboration and research must be assessed in the classroom, as they are not assessable on current large-scale assessments 



Old Paradigm

Vocabulary LanguageContent

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new paradigm raises the level of vocabulary but also adds high complex functions of language.  The overlap is greatly increased.



New Paradigm

Sentence structures
Discourse

More complex text
Explanation

Argumentation
Problem solving

Vocabulary practices

LanguageContent

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new paradigm raises the level of vocabulary but also adds high complex functions of language.  The overlap is greatly increased.



Evidence

Tools Communicate

Model

MP = Math Practices
SP = Science Practices EP=ELA Practices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Venn Diagram illustrates the preponderance of relationships between the math, science and English language arts content area. The center of the diagram shows that the notion of producing evidence is commonly shared by all three content areas. Science and English language arts commonly share practices around communicating. English language arts and math commonly share the use of tools for expression. Finally, Math and Science most commonly share the idea of modeling.



ELP Standards

• Developed by states 
• New

– They are neither “revised” nor “revamped”

• Incorporate what ELL experts now know is the important, 
symbiotic relationship between language and content 
development

• Correspond to Arkansas’ college- and career-ready standards



Addressing the unique language acquisition needs of 
English Language Learners (ELLs)

Create fewer, clearer standards with strategic 
correspondences to

AR CCRS for ELA 
& Literacy

AR CCRS for 
Mathematics NGSS

Goals for the New ELP Standards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the content-area shifts in mind, we had two goals when we began to develop these new ELP Standards: [read slide].



Language as Action: Aida Walqui

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3YJx8ujot
o

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3YJx8ujoto
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3YJx8ujoto


Understanding Language Video: 
Language and the Common Core State Standards

Turn and talk to a neighbor.
• What “sticks” with you from Aida’s description?
• How does Aida Walqui characterize the shift inherent 

in college and career ready standards?
• What might this mean for instruction in your 

classroom?
• What might this mean for learning in your classroom?



Language Form and Language Function: 

Turn and talk with your tablemates:
• How would you define Language 

Function?
• How would you define Language Form?
• Be prepared to share out your group’s 

definitions.

Make A Prediction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After pairs or teams are given a few moments to talk, have a whole group share out.Presenter: Emphasize that Aida is saying that when forms and functions of language are focused on separately-the exposure to and usage of language is limited. Rather, language is action. Also, teachers need to become aware of how language is embedded in the context. However, this goes beyond a 1 day workshop. Teacher expertise needs to be evolved. We need short term, mid term, and long term goals as this understanding is developed.



ELP Standards: When ELLs use language effectively as they 
progress toward independent participation in grade-appropriate 

activities to attain college and career readiness, they can….

1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text through grade-appropriate listening, 
reading, and viewing

2 participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, ideas, and analyses, responding to peer, 
audience, or reader comments and questions

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and informational texts and topics

4 construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with reasoning and evidence

5 conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or solve problems

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and writing

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary and informational text

9 create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text

10 make accurate use of standard English to communicate in grade-appropriate speech and writing
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Alternate Organization of ELP Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the ELPA21 assessment system is under development, the ‘operationalizing’ can best be addressed by looking first at the standards the assessment will measure.  This is what proficiency looks like at the end of each grade (span) for ELPA21. The 8-10 standards support standards 1-7 1-7 are new, but 8-10 may look familiar to practitioners. 1 – 7 were built to reflect the correspondence to the CCSS and NGSS language practices, language functions.  Standards 8 – 10 reference the forms of language, familiar as the structural aspect of language learning.  Altogether, all 10 standards reference the increased language demands in school in this era of new content standards. With this deliberate foundation of correspondence between and among content and ELP standards, the resulting assessment system will be a more accurate measure of what it takes to participate in standards-driven instruction in the classroom and to be college and career ready.WA training: Page 7. Here are the 10 ELP Standards. Point out – for people who are familiar with CCSS they will recognize the concept of “anchor standards” – that there are 10 ELPS common to all grade levels (on page 7).The ELP Standards address areas that are central to more rigorous college-and-career-ready standards: Standards 1 through 7 involve the language necessary for ELLs to engage in the content-specific practices associated with ELA & Literacy, mathematics, and science. In other words, FUNCTION. They begin with a focus on extraction of meaning and then progress (CLICK HERE TO REVEAL ARROW) to engagement in these standards. In other words, they build on each other so the depth at which a student can “do” these standards increases.Standards 8 through 10 home in on some of the more micro-level linguistic features that are undoubtedly important to focus on but especially in the service of the other seven standards. In other words, FORM. Note: 8-10 are more reminiscent of the previous WA ELD Standards. 



Proficiency Levels & CCSS Correspondence Will be updated to new 
Arkansas ELA and Math 
Standards by Summer 

2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is another way of looking at the ELP Standards in the context of Receptive, Productive and Interactive Modalities. In other words, this can be a helpful tool in relating the ELP Standards to the domains of Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing, as they were organized in the previous WA ELD Standards.



Correspondences to 
Practices

Correspondences to  
ELA  Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the purpose of the two correspondence matrices shown on pp. 16-17?The purpose of the K-12 Practices Matrix and the Grade 4 ELA Standards Matrix is to help teachers design lesson plans which leverage the strongest correspondences between the ELP Standards and the CCSS and NGSS. However, depending on the instructional activity, and as educators’ familiarity with the standards is built, educators may identify other correspondences that also make sense. The matrices are intended to help educators start with correspondence analyses—they are not an endpoint. The matrices do not contain a fixed set of correspondences. 



Correspondences to 
Practices

Correspondences to  
Literacy  Standards

Literacy Correspondences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of a grade level that has both an ELA correspondence section and a Literacy correspondences section .This is a 6th grade ELA Correspondence page.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the same standard as the previous slide – 6th grade Standard 3 – but with Literacy Correspondences identified. 



Proficiency Level Descriptors

• Content needs to be accessible for every level of language 
• Proficiency levels for each grade level help content level 

teachers develop & teach students as they are progressing in 
proficiency



Arkansas ELP Standards Workshop/Support

• http://www.arkansaselp.org/
– Northwest Education Service Cooperative; June 27-29
– Wilbur Mills (Pulaski County) Education Service Cooperative; July 6-8
– Guy Fenter Education Service Cooperative; July 12-14
– De-Queen/Mena Education Service Cooperative; July 18-20
– Southeast Education Service Cooperative; July 26-28

• Register on escworks.com

• Arkansas ELP Standards

http://www.arkansaselp.org/
http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/curriculum-and-instruction/curriculum-framework-documents/english-language-proficiency




Effective Instruction/Interventions for ELs

• Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in 
Elementary and Middle School
– IES Practice Guide, What Works Clearinghouse

• Professional Learning Communities Facilitator’s Guide to 
Implementing the IES Practice Guide

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=19
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/plc.asp




Research Recommendations

Updated IES Report in 2014:
• Recommendation 1: Teach a set of academic vocabulary words 

intensively across several days using a variety of instructional 
activities. 

• Recommendation 2: Integrate oral and written English 
language instruction into content-area teaching. 



Research Recommendations

• Recommendation 3: Provide regular, structured opportunities 
to develop written language skills.

• Recommendation 4: Provide small-group instructional 
intervention to students struggling in areas of literacy and 
English language development.





Additional Resources to Design Interventions 
for ELs

• RTI Network—English Language Learners

http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn/diversity/englishlanguagelearners


Colorin Colorado! Website

http://www.colorincolorado.org/







ADE ESOL Team
• Tricia Kerr, ESOL Program Director

• Tricia.Kerr@arkansas.gov
• 479-267-7450

• Miguel Hernandez, Title III Specialist
• Miguel.Hernandez@arkansas.gov
• 501-682-6620

• Dr. Alan Lytle, ELL Assessment Specialist
• Alan.Lytle@arkansas.gov
• 501-682-4468

mailto:Tricia.Kerr@arkansas.gov
mailto:Miguel.Hernandez@arkansas.gov
mailto:Alan.Lytle@arkansas.gov
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